CHAPTER    XV
THE END  OF A REIGN
1901
WHILE the South African war dragged its slow length along
a great reign ended, and the Victorian age gave place to
the Edwardian.
In December, 1900, it began to be known that Queen Victoria,
now in her eighty-second year, was failing. She had suffered heavy
bereavements in the previous months ; her second son, the Duke of
Coburg, formerly Duke of Edinburgh, died in July, and a little
later her grandson, Prince Christian Victor, fell a victim to enteric
in South Africa, where he was serving as a soldier. About the
same time, her eldest daughter, the Empress Frederick, was pro-
nounced to be suffering from a fatal illness. The Queen had felt
deeply the strain of the South African war, but had been unwearying
in her efforts to encourage the fighting forces, reviewing regiments
before their departure, entertaining the wives and children of the
regiment stationed at "Windsor, sending a chocolate box as a Christmas
gift to every soldier in South Africa. Just before Christmas she went,
as usual, to Osborne, and on January 2 she received Lord Roberts and
invested 'him with the Garter. For a fortnight longer she took her
daily drive, then her strength suddenly failed, and on January 22, 1901,
she died. Her coffin was taken from the Isle of Wight to Gosport
between lines of warships, and finally in a military procession from
London to Windsor where she was buried on February 2. Mourning
for her throughout the country and the Empire was deep and sincere,
and tributes to her came from all the world.
Simplicity, sincerity, and dutifulness were the .qualities most attri-
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